KENTUCKY INNOCENCE PROJECT


There are, unfortunately, many people in this nation convicted of various crimes and serving time in prison who are actually innocent.  There is little doubt that there are innocent people presently incarcerated in the prisons of Kentucky.


The Kentucky Innocence Project seeks to identify and assist those prison inmates who claim to be factually innocent of the crimes for which they were convicted.  The Kentucky Innocence Project will review a request from a prison inmate and conduct an investigation into the inmate’s request if it is determined the request meets KIP’s review and screening criteria.  The Innocence Project will work only on those cases where new evidence, whether newly discovered or that can be developed through investigation, supports the inmate’s claim of innocence.  The best type of new evidence is physical evidence that was not tested prior to the inmate’s trial.

The Kentucky Innocence Project will utilize volunteer students from the law schools in Kentucky as well as volunteers from the journalism, paralegal studies and social work programs of the many fine universities located in the Commonwealth.  These students will be closely supervised by faculty members and KIP staff throughout their investigation and work on the case.  Some of the volunteers may be used in the preliminary investigation to determine if a request for assistance meets the established criteria.

A Request for Assistance is attached as a part of this informational brochure.  The person requesting the assistance should complete the form and submit it to the address on the form.  The request will be reviewed to determine if the inmate qualifies for screening.  If it is determined the inmate’s case meets the initial requirements, a more detailed questionnaire will be sent to the inmate.  The inmate must FULLY COMPLETE the screening questionnaire; otherwise, it will be returned to him/her and no further action will be taken.  

During the screening process, the Kentucky Innocence Project will determine if a case will be fully investigated.  Those cases approved for investigation will be assigned to the volunteers for investigation and work-up under the supervision of university faculty advisors and KIP/DPA staff.  Cases will be assigned to attorneys in the Department of Public Advocacy’s Post-Conviction Branch for necessary legal procedures.

It is possible the inmate may be contacted during the screening process with a request for additional material.  Following the selection of the case for investigation and work-up, the inmate will be visited by some of the volunteers and/or KIP/DPA staff to discuss the case.  Please keep in mind these kinds of investigations and work-ups can take a significant amount of time.

Should the case not meet the criteria for the review or screening, it is possible other collateral issues can be identified.  These cases may be refered to other branches within the Department of Public Advocacy for follow-up or suggestions may be made as to various options available.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

1) Kentucky conviction and incarceration

2) Minimum Sentence of 10 years or more

3) Minimum of three years to parole board

4) New evidence that has been discovered since conviction OR that can be developed through an investigation
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