Department Of Public Advocacy
Sociology Intern 

PURPOSE:

To allow the student intern to gain work experience in a field closely aligned with their major and educational discipline. The internship program will afford the student intern the opportunity to gain necessary knowledge, experience, and skills in the field of Public Defense and Criminal Justice.  

This internship is unpaid.

The sociology intern may perform the following duties: 

1. Conduct research studies in the criminal defense arena.  The student may become involved in such areas as racial profiling, racial biases in charging or sentencing, indicators of successful reentry programs, educating attorneys on cultural biases, special needs of Latino clients, and the impact of poverty on crime;  

2. Examine aspects of human behavior directly related to the legal process, such as eyewitness testimony, jury decision-making or cross cultural communication;

3. Interview the client, family members, and other individuals involved in the case;

4. Assist the attorney by completing formalized social histories and other assessments including assessing the client concerning the clients’ history, family history, client’s background, competency, mental health, medical, education and treatment needs.  This may also include interviewing relevant family and friend/acquaintances, teachers, counselors, etc.;

5. Provide specific support to family members as cases move through the criminal justice process; 

6. Collect and present analysis of pertinent records, including educational, medical, mental health, etc.;  
7. Other duties as needed.

