Job Description of a Kentucky Innocence Project

Social Work Intern 
1. To assist in the identification of men and women incarcerated in Kentucky who have strong claims of innocence;
2. To interview men and women incarcerated in Kentucky accepted into the Kentucky Innocence Project due to their strong claims of innocence;
3. To be a resource to counsel concerning the client’s history, background, competency, mental health, education and treatment needs, for clients accepted into the Kentucky Innocence Project;

4. To offer a presence with the attorney in court to generally assist counsel for the client in the case proceedings;

5.  To assist with interviewing witnesses and other sources, such as the client, family members, community witnesses and other collateral contacts;

6. To be the defense counsel’s representative in conversations with other social service agencies involved with the court system, such as DOC or DCBS;

7. To collect and offer defense counsel consultative expert analysis of pertinent records, i.e. education, mental health, hospitals, etc.

8. To complete formalized social histories and other assessments, such as developmental, family, and mental health;

9. To develop an action plan with the client who has the potential to be exonerated; 

10.  To assist the client where ongoing support is needed for successful reintegration in the community;

11. To develop/keep up-to-date a resource referral database for clients who are exonerated through the Kentucky Innocence Project.  

